Drug Endangered Children Initiative
Enhancing Community Responses to the Opioid Crisis: Serving Our Youngest Crime Victims

The Problem
Opioid addiction in the home is the fastest growing adverse childhood experience (ACE) in
Massachusetts, specifically in Plymouth County.
 In 2018, there were 2,033 overdose deaths in the state, with 153 fatalities in Plymouth County
 Of the overdoses in Plymouth County, 70% were individuals ages 20-39, often the ages associated

with having children, and 65% occurred in a home

 Since 2012, over 12,000 children in Massachusetts were being raised by grandparents as a result of

their parents’ opioid addiction

 The 263% increase in opioid overdoses statewide from 2010-2018 has coincided with a 55%

increase in relatives taking over caregiving responsibilities of children

 Of the youth before the Plymouth County Juvenile Court, the average number of ACEs per child is

5, with 56% of all youth before the Court reporting household substance use as one of their
ACEs

The Need
In Plymouth County there is a need to identify all drug-endangered children, communicate between
agencies, and provide direct services for these youth.
1. Data Collection: All sectors (police, hospitals, communitybased agencies, etc.) should improve data collection on drugendangered children in order to identify and close gaps in
services.
2. Training: Police officers and recovery coaches need training on
resources available for children who are impacted by overdoses in
the family, and schools need training on best practices in trauma
sensitivity.
3. Resources: Centralized resources for drug-endangered
children will provide police, schools, hospitals, and other agencies
a much-needed streamlined referral process.

The Program
The Drug Endangered Children‘s Initiative is bringing awareness
to agencies that come into contact with drug endangered children,
helping agencies identify drug endangered children, assisting
drug-endangered children in navigating systems, and providing
direct services to drug endangered children.
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